THE patient, a thin, ill-nourished woman, aged 54, was first seen by me at the West London Hospital on March 22, 1918 . The duration of the disease was two months. It began on the arms and spread quickly to neck, back, and body generally, and then to the legs. She described the irritation as " dreadful," allowing of no sleep night or day. She was admitted as an in-patient on March 26, and a lumbar puncture was carried out the same day (8 c.c. of cerebro-spinal fluid being removed, though 6 c.c. is sufficient) and reported on as follows: No lymphocytosis; Fehling reaction present.' The results, qua severe pruritus, were very good, as is usual, and the rash itself became pale and began to involute. Whilst in hospital the patient was on mist. sacchar. usti, but is now having a mist. hyd. biniod. to follow up the effects of the lumbar puncture. This is the third case of acute lichen planus treated by lumbar puncture I have had at the West London Hospital (all women) with good results,2 and following in the footsteps of Thibierge and Ravaut.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. PRINGLE: The case is a typical lichen planus, and I ask the experience of Fellows present as to the utility of lumbar puncture in this disease. I have had the procedure carried out several times and the immediate result has almost always been satisfactory, the relief to the itching being great and gratifying. But after a few days it has usually recurred, and I have never considered a second puncture advisable.
Dr. J. L. BUNCH: I have had only one such case, and although the puncture relieved the irritation very considerably, I do not think there was any benefit to the rash: any improvement in the rash I attributed to other measures. When I was working in Paris, Thibierge was doing it in all his lichen planus cases, and as his object was to relieve the itching, he repeated it, and with some success. I think he has always trusted to external treatment to cure the rash. Dr. F. PARKES WEBER: In this case the correct explanation may be that the lumbar puncture was the turning point because it gave the patient, who TVide Pernet, Ann. de Derml., 1913 and 1916. had been worn out by intense cutaneous irritation and sleepless nights, a few nights' good rest. The nervous system has undoubtedly much to do with the course of, and recovery from, lichen planus, and in the present case a few nights' rest and cessation of the itching probably assisted the ordinary remedies in improving the cutaneous condition.
Three Cases of Fibroma Molluscum.
By G. W. SEQUEIRA.
A MAN, aged 39, and his two sons, aged 11 and 8 respectively. The father states that he has had the " lumps" since he was aged 8, and they have continued to come out ever since. The two boys are said to have had them since birth. There are two other children, a girl aged 5, and another boy aged 20 months, but neither present any signs of the disorder.
The father presents about the body and limbs a great number of rounded and pear-shaped tumours varying in size from a pin's head to a small tangerine orange. Some of the growths are pedunculated and others are flat masses embedded in the corium. As usual in these cases of fibroma molluscum, the patient presents many brownish pigmentary stains on the trunk. The tumours are quite painless, thus differing from the special type of multiple fibromata described by von Recklinghausen, which are made up of fibrous and nervous tissue neurofibromata. There is no perceptible thickening of the nerves in the cases shown, which also differentiates them from neurofibromata.
The special interest in the present cases lies in the fact that the lesions in the two boys have yielded in a striking way to internal treatment. For the last two months they have been taking thyroid tablets in daily doses of i gr., which in the elder boy has been recently increased to i gr. The growths have now practically disappeared and no fresh tumours have arisen. Fibrolysin has been advocated in these cases, but no special benefit from such treatment has been reported.
In a case shown by the late Dr. T. D. Savill at the Dermatological Society of Great Britain and Ireland in May, 1901, some of the tumours had been somewhat reduced in size by-the local application of ethylate of sodium which produced a cicatricial contraction of the cuticle.
On the -whole, surgical intervention hitherto seems to have been regarded as the only reliable method of dealing with these cases.
Up to the present time the father has not been subjected to any treatment.
